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	kate.lloyd@nyypct.nhs.uk
Direct Tel: 01845 573843
	Station Road Business Park

Station Road

Thirsk

YO7 1PZ

	1 October 2009
	Tel:  01845 573800

Fax:  01845 573801

Website:  www.nyypct.nhs.uk


Ref: KL/IB
Dear Parent

Ref: HPV Vaccine

You will be aware through the media coverage of the death of a 14 year old girl a few hours after having the Cervarix HPV vaccine.  
The preliminary results from the post mortem have revealed a rare and grave underlying medical condition that was likely to have caused death. Indications are that it was most unlikely that the HPV vaccination was the cause of death.

The HPV vaccine has passed the rigorous safety testing needed for it to be used in the UK and other European countries, and has a strong safety record. Nine million doses of the vaccine have been given around the world, and more than 1.4 million doses have now been given in the UK.

Being able to protect young women against this disease is a tremendous development and evidence is clear that the vaccine is very safe. We have one of the most successful immunisation programmes in the world and have great confidence in the safety of them. Young girls can continue to protect themselves against cervical cancer by having this vaccine. In the UK, about 3000 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer every year and about 1000 die from this disease. 

We have included with this letter a question and answer sheet produced by the Department of Health which may answer most of your queries. If you would like to discuss this matter further or require more information please contact your school nursing team.

Yours sincerely
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Kate Lloyd





pp Peter Brambleby

Vaccination Coordinator



     Director of Public Health
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