SHP COURSEWORK PART 2 – TASK 2 - “OLD ATTITUDES”


SOURCE 1

Until 1991, South African law divided the population into four major racial categories: Africans, (black), whites, coloureds, and Asians. Although this law has been abolished, many South Africans still view themselves and each other according to these categories.

SOURCE 2

The Mandela government wanted to create a "rainbow nation" from South Africa's multicultural components. In this new South Africa, all would have equal treatment, no matter what race they were.

But the remnants of apartheid - which involved inferior education, squalid housing and menial jobs for blacks and nonwhites - threaten to cripple the country. It is reflected in the country's high illiteracy and low productivity

http://www.ctnow.com/scripts/editorial.dll?render=y&eetype=Article&eeid=2968560&ck=&ver=2.11
SOURCE 3

Apartheid has left a tragic legacy. Racist thought is still pervasive and racist behaviour frequent. With few exceptions, people still socialise with members of their own race and identify themselves primarily as white, black, coloured (mixed-race), or Indian, as they did before, under apartheid. Moreover, whatever they say, the political parties remain mainly racial or ethnic in membership: the ANC is overwhelmingly black, the Inkatha Freedom Party overwhelmingly Zulu, and the New National Party and Democratic Party overwhelmingly white and coloured.

http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m1104/6_78/57484433/p2/article.jhtml?term=south+africa
SOURCE 4   Speech made by Nelson Mandela to the South African Parliament in 1999

"I am disturbed, and I am sure that many other South Africans are, by the spectre of a South Africa split into two hostile camps: blacks on one side... and whites on the other, slaughtering one another; by acute tensions which are building up dangerously in practically every sphere of our lives.”

Questions

1. Refer to source 2. What did the Mandela government hope to achieve?

2. Refer to sources 2 and 3. What problems did Mandela’s government face as a result of over 40 years of apartheid?

3. Refer to source 4. Why was Nelson Mandela still disturbed and disappointed with the progress made by his government?
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