Q3 revision questions – based on Low’s cartoon “They salute with both hands now”

Feedback


Q1
”Describe how the SA helped Hitler and the Nazis to power in Germany”

Think about the time span the questioner has in mind.  I feel that you would be Ok if you stopped at January 30 1933, but there could be a case for covering the next two months of February and early March

If it is at all possible, work on the principle at least 4 point = 4 marks,  so …

· The SA were Hitler’s bodyguards at meetings & protected him and other nazi speakers.  They played an important part in making sure that Hitler was able to spread his message without being silenced

· Conversely, they had the role of disrupting and silencing opposition. One way they did this was by breaking up the meetings of opponents, especially communists

· They also intimidated any people who spoke out against the Nazis.  They had done this before January 30 1933, but after that day, they came into their own and terrified into silence those Germans who did not welcome Hitler’s rise to power as Chancellor

· They also had the task of impressing onlookers with their parades. The Nazis staged events and rallies, and the SA had the job of looking smart and impressing people with their discipline and smartness. This gave the impression that the Nazis were organised, even though the Weimar Republic wasn’t

· Lastly, much of their troublemaking had the purpose of exposing the weakness of the Weimar government.  Every disturbance madt it look as though the government could not keep order.  This made Hitler’s promise to restore order in Germany even more attractive.

Q2
“Why did Hitler turn against the SA in 1934?”

Remember to explain the bullet points I set out below:

· By late 1933 nobody other than rivals in the party posed any thresat to Hitler’s hold on power.  Rohm, as the head of a huge disciplined body of men ready to use force, was the only possible threat to Hitler

· Himmler, the ambitious head of the SS was poisoning Hitler’s mind against Rohm, reporting rumours that Rohm thought he should lead Germany

· The Army generals disliked Rohm’s idea that he should merge the SA and the Army under his command

· By the end of 1943, the SA had outlived its usefulness on the streets of Germany.  Their casual violence was becoming an embarrassment, and as Hitler wanted the support of the respectable middle classes, the SA had to be brought under control

· Some of the SA hoped for powerful jobs, or hoped to bring about the more “socialist” policies he originally made, but he had abandoned these by 1933

Q3
Use the cartoon and your own knowledge to describe what happened on the night of the long knives

Suggested model answer – (you can make your key points briefly)

“On the night of the 30 June 1934, the SS, with the unofficial help of the army, arrested the leaders of the SA, and over the next two days murdered 400 of them without trial.  The SA which may have become a threat to Hitler, and embarrassment and a danger to the army general, was “tamed”

Many details in the cartoon refer to this.  Hitler is shown with the smoking gun.  Even though he did not take part in the massacre, he was responsible for it, and never denied this. The idea that the SA, who had done so much for him, were “double-crossed”, is shown in the armband worn by Hitler.  The army who had so much to gain, is shown as a shadowy presence in the cartoon, and Hitler’s unkept promises (maybe the “socialist” ones), are shown discarded, Goebbels, the little man peering through Hitler’s legs, maybe saw the propaganda advantage to the party’s image of getting rid the leading thugs, and Goering, the large Viking, represents the other “top” Nazis, who saw Rohm as a threat.”
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