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MODERN WORLD HISTORY – GCSE EXAM QUESTIONS

PAPER 1 – SECTION B


THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES – (The Paris Peace Conference)

Type (a) questions,  (each question carries 4 marks)

· What were the main terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

· What was the reparations settlement demanded by the allies in the Treaty of Versailles?

· What limits did the treaty of Versailles place on Germany’s armed forces?

· What did Clemenceau (or Wilson, or Lloyd George) hope to achieve from the Treaty of Versailles?

Type (b) questions,  (each question carries 6 marks)

· Explain why the allies punished Germany in the Treaty of Versailles

· Explain Clemenceau’s attitude towards Germany at the Treaty of Versailles

· Explain what Wilson (or Lloyd-George, or Clemenceau), hoped to achieve at the Paris Peace Conference.

· Explain why Woodrow Wilson did not get everything he wanted from the Treaty of Versailles 

· (If you want to do well, note; The Paris Peace Conference includes The other treaties, St. Germain, Sevres, &  Trianon, as well as Versailles,  and it is important to know this, especially when thinking about what Wilson hoped for)

Type (c) questions,   (each question carries 10 marks)
· The most important reason why Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles was the loss of territory”.  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

· How far was Clemenceau satisfied with the Treaty of Versailles?  Explain your answer.  Practise for this by also thinking about how far Wilson or Lloyd-George would have been satisfied, then you are ready for variations of this question)
· How successful was the Treaty of Versailles up to the end of 1923?  Explain your answer.

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Type (a) questions

· What were the main aims of the League of Nations?

· What were the functions of the Assembly and of the Council of the League of Nations

· What were the successes of the League of Nations in the 1920s?

Type (b) questions

· Explain why the League of Nations had some successes in the 1920s

· Explain why the League of Nations had some failures in the 1920s

· Explain why some major nations were not members of the League of Nations when it was first set up.

· Some countries were not members of the League of Nations when it was set up.  Explain how this weakened the League.

· Explain why the agencies of the League of Nations were successful

Type (c) questions

· “The most important reason why the League was weak was because it made decisions very slowly”. Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.  (Remember, you will have to show you know the other reasons why the League was weak, and consider them before you make your judgement)

· “The league’s failure to stop the Japanese invasion of Manchuria was its most important failure in the 1930s”  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer. (Remember, what about Disarmament, or Abyssinia, you’ve got to weigh them up too, before making your judgement).

· The following were all equally important reasons for the failure of the League of Nations as a peace-keeping organisation:

(i) The USA’s refusal to join

(ii) The consequences of the Wall Street Crash

(iii) The aggressive nationalism of Germany, Italy and Japan

(iv) The lack of an army

Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer, referring to (i), (ii) & (iii).

· How successful was the League of nationa at keeping the peace in the 1920s and 1930s?  Explain your answer

THE WALL STREET CRASH

Type (a) questions

· What was the Wall Street Crash?

Type (b) questions

· Explain why the wall Street Crash happened

· Explain why the Wall Street Crash was so important to other countries besides the USA

Type (c) questions

· “The Wall Street Crash was the most important reason why the Japanese invaded Manchuria”. Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

(Remember, you could be asked about the importance of the Wall Street Crash as a factor explaining the rise of Adolf Hitler, in the depth study part of the paper, Germany 1918-45)

THE FOREIGN POLICY OF ADOLF HITLER

Type (a) questions

· What was Hitler’s attitude to the Treaty of Versailles?

· In what ways did Hitler increase the strength of Germany’s armed forces in the 1930s?

· In what ways did Hitler break the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

· What were Hitler’s main foreign policy aims?

Type (b) questions

· How did Hitler’s attitude to the Treaty of Versailles affect his foreign policy in the 1930s?

· Explain the main aims of Hitler’s foreign policy

· Explain why Hitler wanted to take over Czechoslovakia

Type  (c) questions

· The following were all equally important reasons for the success of Germany’s foreign policy in the 1930s

· Hitler’s leadership

· The weakness of the League of Nations

· The policy of appeasement

· Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer, referring to (i) (ii) & (iii).

APPEASEMENT

Type (a) questions

· What was the policy of appeasement followed by Great Britain in the 1930s?

Type (b) questions)

· Explain why the British government appeased Germany in the 1930s

Type (c) questions

· Did the policy of appeasement during the 1930s make war with Germany more or less likely?  Explain your answer.

· See the type (c) question above, which involves appeasement.

SYNOPTIC QUESTIONS

These are questions which ask you to draw several events or factors together to show you understand a whole period, and to show that you can explain a major event by evaluating the importance of other important events which may have led to it.

In section B the most likely synoptic question will be a Type (c) question, asking you to show that you understand how the main events between 1918 and 1939 may have led to the Second World War.

Because it is such a big question, the examiners are more likely to select a number of events or factors, and then to ask you to discuss them, and arrive at a judgement.

A sample question of this type could be:

· “The following were all equally important reasons for the outbreak of the second World War” 

(i) The anger of the German people over the Treaty of Versailles

(ii) The failure of the League of Nations

(iii) The Nazi-Soviet Pact of August 1939

(iv) The policy of Appeasement

(v) The aggressive nationalism of Germany Italy and Japan

Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

Remember, The examiners could select from a number of possible reasons, so it would be a good idea to be able to discuss the following, as they could appear in this type of question:

· Appeasement

· The Wall Street Crash

· The invasion of Poland

· German rearmament

· Hitler’s gambles over The Rhineland, Austria and Czechoslovakia
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