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GCSE QUESTIONS – PAPER 1 – GERMANY 1918-45 


WEIMAR GERMANY

Type (a) questions

· Describe the problems which Germany faced in 1919

· What were the main features of the Weimar Constitution?

Type (b) questions

· What caused the hyperinflation of 1923?

· Why did the Weimar Republic face opposition between 1919 and 1923?

· Explain why 1923 was a particularly difficult year for the Weimar Republic

· Explain why the communist revolts against the Weimar republic failed

Type (c) questions

· The following were factors which threatened the Weimar Republic in 1923:

(i) the French invasion of the Ruhr

(ii) the inflation of the mark

(iii) the Munich (beer-Hall) Putsch

Which of these factors do you think was the greatest threat?  Explain your answer, referring to (i), (ii) and (iii) only.

· The most important reason for the success of the Weimar Republic between 1924 and 1929 was US loans’.  How far do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

· Was the Weimar Republic a complete failure?  Explain your answer.

· “The years 1924 to 1929 seemed to be very good years for Germany, but there were hidden dangers for the Weimar Republic during that time”.  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer. 

THE NAZIS UP TO HITLER’S APPOINTMENT AS CHANCELLOR

Type (a) questions

· Describe the Munich (Beer-Hall) Putsch of November 1923

· Describe the main events in the development of the nazi Party up to the end of 1923

Type (b) questions

· Explain Hitler’s main beliefs

· Explain why different groups of people in Germany supported the Nazis up to the 1928 elections

· Why did the Nazis have little political success before 1930?

· Explain why the Nazis had so much political success from 1930 to 1933.

Type (c) questions

· “Hitler became Chancellor in 1933 only because of the effects of the Depression”.  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

· How successful was Hitler in developing the Nazi Party in Germany between 1924 and 1932?  Explain your answer.
THE NAZIS IN POWER
Type (a) questions

· Describe the main features of the Enabling Act

· What were the main features of the Nazi police state?

· Which groups of people opposed the Nazis?

· Briefly describe the methods used by the Nazis to deal with thie opponents within Germany.

Type (b) questions

· Explain how the Reichstag fire helped Hitler to establish control over Germany

· Why did the Night of the Long Knives take place?

· Why did so few Germans oppose the Nazis between 1933 and 1945?

· Explain why different groups opposed Nazi rule

Type (c) questions

· How effective was Nazi control over Germany between 1933 and 1945?  Explain your answer.

· “The Nazis found it easy to control Germany because they were so popular” with the German people. Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.

· Why was opposition to the Nazis so unsuccessful between 1933 and 1945?

Look out for questions which give just one reason explaining why the Nazis were able to control the German people; you will almost certainly be expected to discuss other reasons and weigh up your answer to the question.

Remember that the Nazis only held one free election (March 1933). With all other parties  banned, and it being a criminal offence to oppose the Nazis,  it is hard for historians to tell exactly  how popular they were

NAZI ECONOMIC POLICIES
Type( a) questions

· What were Hitler’s economic policies?

· What was “Autarky”?

· What was the “4 Year Plan”?



each type (a) question
[4]
Type (b) questions:

· Explain how Hitler and Schacht reduced unemployment so quickly after 1933

Type  c) questions: each type B question =  [6]

Examiners asking you about Nazi economic policies will probably ask you to think about them as a factor which explains why so many Germans accepted the Nazi regime.  Remember what you must do.

· Which was the more important in making the majority of the German people accept the Nazis during the 1930s, economic policies or fear of the Gestapo and the SS?  Explain your answer. 







[10]
Suggested approach to type (c) question given above: -

1
Look at Nazi economic policies - explain what they were

2
Say how successful they were - and use evidence to explain your view

3
Look at how the Nazis used Gestapo and SS terror and control to keep opponents quiet

4
Say how successful this method of controlling the German people was

5
The evidence we have seems to have suggests that many German people 
supported Hitler, but we can't be sure, because only a few dared to oppose 
the Nazis openly

6
The relief of being free from unemployment must have made many accept the Nazis, that would have affected nearly every German in some way after the 
nightmare of  6 million unemployed, even though there would be those who paid a high price for this success; (Married women who had lost their jobs; Jews dismissed from civil service jobs & the professions; Trade Unionists & workers who had lost their right to negotiate wages & conditions) 

7
Come to a conclusion which answers the question which was asked

· How successful were Nazi economic policies?



[10]
YOUNG PEOPLE

Type (a) questions:

· What was the Hitler Youth movement?  (Remember to include the movement for girls as well as boys).







[4]
· What were the main features of the education of German children between 1933 and 1945?








[4]
Type (b) questions:

· Why were young people such an important part of Hitler’s plans for Germany? [6]
· Why did some young people oppose Nazi policies between 1933 and 1945?    [6]
· In what ways did the Nazis try to make sure that young people developed in the ways they wanted them to?  (Don’t simply state the ways, explain the thinking behind them).








       [6]
Type (c) question:

· The following were factors which enabled the Nazis to influence young people in Germany:

(i) Nazi education policy

(ii) Nazi youth organisations

(iii) Persecution

Which of these factors do you think was the most important? Explain your answer, referring to (i), (ii) and (iii).





[10]
WOMEN

Type (a) questions

· What part were women to play in the Nazis’ plans for Germany?

[4]
· What was the Nazis’ attitude towards women?




[4]
Type (b) question:

· Explain the attitude of the Nazis towards women



[6]
· Explain why women were an important part of Hitler’s plans for Germany
[6]
Type (c) question:
· “Women and girls enjoyed more freedom and respect in Nazi Germany than they had before”.  How far do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.
 [10]
PROPAGANDA AND THE USE OF THE MEDIA TO GAIN THE SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE

Type (a) questions:

· In  what  ways did the Nazis use propaganda to win the support of the German people?









[4]
Type (b) question:

· Explain how the Nazis used the mass-media to win the German people’s support [6]
Type (c)  question: (You should deal with this as a synoptic question)
· “The most important factor enabling the Nazis to control the German people was their use of propaganda”.  Hw far do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer. 











[10]

SYNOPTIC QUESTIONS

These are questions which ask you to look at the whole Nazi period, and to make judgments which may involve comparing or evaluating different aspects of Nazi rule.

They are always (c) type questions, and carry the most marks, i.e. [10]

Were Hitler’s economic policies the most important reason for the German people accepting the Nazis in the 1930s?  Explain your answer.

How far did people in Germany benefit from Nazi rule?

“The most important factor in enabling the Nazis to control the German people was their use of persecution”.  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer.
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